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STELLA	NUOVA







Untitled	Mirror	1

No.1756

Patinated	silver	mirror

H	39	x	W	57	x	D	3.5	cm

2011

Private	collection



MAKING	STELLA	NUOVA	

Seven	years	ago	when	I	started	working	with	mirror	and	made	the

first	Untitled	Mirror	1,	I	used	bits	of	discarded	silver	mirror

that	 I	 had	 been	 collecting.	 These	 soon	 ran	 out	 as	 I	 became

inspired	by	the	qualities	of	the	material	and	I	started	working

with	 a	 glass	 factory	 to	 create	 the	 quality	 of	 mirror	 that	 I

needed.	

		

Time	past	and	many	mirror	works	had	been	created	when	I	realised

that	a	new	collection	of	mirror	fragments	had	accumulated,	corners

and	off-cuts	from	hundreds	of	hand-made	sheets	that	needed	not	to

be	 ignored.	 My	 instinct	 was	 to	 return	 to	 the	 first	 work,	 to

Untitled	Mirror	1,	and	re-imagine	its	form	using	these	fragments.

That	is	how	the	first	Stella	Nuova	came	about.	

Sam	Orlando	Miller

August	2016



Stella	Nuova

No.1890

Patinated	silver	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

Half	a	lifetime	ago	I	was	a	small	boy	trying	to	find	my	way	alone	.

		





Stella	Nuova

No.1891

Shades	of	pale	amber	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

Unconscious	fragments	of	my	early	life	remain	in	the	choices	I	make

in	my	work.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1892

Shades	of	emerald	green	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

The	lines	I	draw	are	a	retracing	of	my	steps,	this	way	and	that.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1893

Shades	of	garnet	pink	and	amber	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

The	angles	I	cut	into	panes	of	glass	are	searching	for	the	right

direction	to	take.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1894

Shades	of	sky	blue	and	obsidian	grey	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

The	colours	I	choose	are	colours	of	the	moments	when	the	path	seemed

clear.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1895

Shades	of	olive	green	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

The	complexity	of	shapes	I	assemble	resemble	the	perplexing	choices

that	I	faced.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1896

Shades	of	amber	and	garnet	pink	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

The	materials	I	find	come	from	the	wayside,	things	themselves

discarded.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1897

Shades	of	obsidian	grey	and	sky	blue	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

All	the	drawings,	objects	and	paintings	I	have	made	tell	the	story	of

my	searching.	





Stella	Nuova

No.1898

Shades	of	amber	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

The	patterns	I	make	with	numbers	are	like	trying	to	find	order	in	the

stars.





Stella	Nuova

No.1899

Striated	silver	mirror

H	80	x	W	100	x	D	5	cm

2016

All	the	things	I	make	are	there	to	accompany	that	boy	on	his	journey.











British	artist	Sam	Orlando	Miller	divides	his	time	between	London	and	a	remote	part	of	central	Italy.

Working	alone,	making	all	his	work	by	hand,	his	reputation	for	creating	mesmerizing	sculptures	with

metal	and	mirror	was	established	in	2009	when	he	made	the	first	Untitled	Mirror	1.

		
He	 grew	 up	 in	 surrounded	 by	 silver	 in	 the	 family	 silversmithing	 workshop	 in	 London,	 learning	 an

exceptional	level	of	skills	and	approach	from	the	English	craftsmen	who	worked	there.	Taking	these	skills

with	him,	he	followed	his	heart’s	desire	to	become	an	artist,	graduating	in	Fine	Art	from	Falmouth	School

of	Art	 in	 1987.	His	 graduation	 exhibition	was	 an	 eloquent	 installation	 of	 forged	 steel	 sculptures	 and

suspended	words	on	paper.

		
Miller	continued	to	work	in	steel,	unconsciously	refusing	to	work	in	silver	or	reflective	metals.	Then	one

day	he	found	a	stack	of	discarded	mirrors	and	was	drawn	to	them	because	the	silver	was	flaking	off.	The

disintegrating	mirrors	marked	a	turning	point,	silver	was	back	in	his	life	and	he	instinctively	knew	what	to

do	with	it

	

																													‘	Knowing	how	to	work	with	silver	is	understanding	the	language	of	reflection.	

																															You	are	seeing	the	world	around	the	object	as	much	as	the	object	itself.	'

		
He	 is	attracted	 to	material	and	 form	on	an	emotional	and	psychological	 level.	Over	 the	years	he	has

developed	a	visual	language,	often	reflective	and	poetic,	that	is	distinct	and	always	evolving.		

Sam	Orlando	Miller’s	work	is	in	private	collections	worldwide.	

http://www.samorlandomiller.com
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Gallery	FUMI	is	the	place	to	find	intelligent,	original	design	for	those	curious	about	the	world.

The	gallery	promotes	a	unique	vision;	a	distinctive	aesthetic	based	on	a	curiosity	about	materials	and

what	they	can	do,	and	it	fosters	attitudes	to	object-making	which	are	gestural	and	playful.	It	combines

the	beautiful	with	the	teasingly	provocative,	and	recognises	the	sheer	power	of	objects	to	communicate

ideas.

Directors	Valerio	Capo	and	Sam	Pratt	 are	unafraid	of	 the	unconventional,	 embracing	 change	and	 the

new,	 while	 promoting	 the	 value	 of	 craftsmanship.	 They	 have	 developed	 deep,	 longstanding	 and

supportive	relationships	with	a	selected	cohort	of	British	and	International	designers,	established	and

rising,	 who	 have	 a	 shared	 commitment	 to	materials	 and	 how	 they	may	 be	 explored	 and	 challenged,

physically	and	conceptually.

Objects	 are	 usually	 made	 by	 hand	 by	 the	 designer	 in	 a	 small	 workshop	 context,	 or	 in	 small	 batch

production	 by	 specialist	 crafts	 practitioners.	 Many	 use	 traditional	 techniques;	 carving,	 glassblowing,

cabinetry,	 lacquering,	 meticulous	 hand	 assemblage,	 but	 also	 disassembly,	 burning	 and	 digital

technologies.

There	is	an	emphasis	on	the	satisfyingly	tactile	as	well	as	the	purely	visual,	and	significance	placed	on

the	emotional	as	well	as	the	practical	value	of	craft	practice.

Since	 establishing	 Gallery	 FUMI	 in	 Shoreditch,	 London	 in	 2008,	 the	 directors	 have	 built	 enduring

relationships	 with	 clients,	 architects,	 interior	 designers	 and	 collectors	 and	 a	 reputation	 for	 applying

humanity	 and	 humour	 to	 deliver	 original	 design	 solutions.	 They	 run	 a	 growing	 programme	 of

exhibitions	in	their	galleries	in	London	and	Porto	Cervo,	Sardinia,	alongside	a	presence	at	international

design	fairs.	They	marry	a	close	understanding	of	the	potential	of	their	designers	with	a	keen	knowledge

of	the	market	to	commission	exclusive,	low-volume,	limited	editions.
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